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306: Continuing the Story

Module 1: Counter Stories

Discussion Guide

Discussion Guide Objectives
• Identify counter storytelling in the content of the lesson
• Build on lessons learned by identifying patterns of oppression that exist in current events
• Reflect on individual ways they can make an impact in their communities
• Commit to a plan of action to support the fight for racial equity

Before Online Component

Q1 (Activation): 

Affirmative action is an effort to combat discrimination through business and government policies. What do you 
think are the benefits of an effort like this? What, if any, are there the drawbacks? 

Possible answers:
• Such policies would ensure diversity in employment and higher education, places where BIPOC (Black and 

Indigenous People of Color) were previously passed over without consequence. 

What is counter storytelling? Why is it important?

Possible answers: 
• Counter storytelling reveals the stories of people whose experiences are not often told, or in many cases 

have been purposefully silenced. 
• It reveals more information that is not usually part of the historical narrative.

After Online Component

Q2 (Specific learning):  

What patterns did you identify between the LA riots and Ferguson protests? Do you see those patterns continued 
in the news today? 

Possible answers: 
• Both events highlighted a lack of justice in events of police brutality towards Black people.
• Both events demonstrated the continued need for attention to be called to instances of police brutality 

towards Black people, as do present-day instances of police brutality.
• There is heightened media coverage on instances of fatal police brutality, but the media does not cover 

every instance. 

How do you see counter storytelling used in this module? What other counter stories do you think should be 
explored?

Possible answers:
• One way counter storytelling is used is in the video of Chase Cantrell talking about affirmative action and 

his experience fighting the ban on affirmative action in Michigan.
• Other counter stories to be explored could include the stories of Black women who contributed to the 

protests and community organizing around these events.

 Q3 (Broader human experience):  

This lesson highlighted some patterns of oppression experienced by Black people in this country, such as police 
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brutality and a consistent effort to limit civil rights through banning efforts such as affirmative action and other 
protections. Do you see any ways these patterns continue in current events?

Possible answers:
• Yes, in the continued police brutality towards Black people (George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, 

Tony McDade, Elijah McClain, and others). 
• Yes, in the continued effort to enforce the banning of affirmative action (Prop 16 in California)

Q4 (Personal reflection):  

Issues like police brutality and the resistance to affirmative action are systemic problems affecting racial equity 
in this country. What actions can we take on a class level and a community level to raise awareness around these 
problems and contribute to the fight for progress? 

Possible answers:
• Committing to being anti-racist through continued self education and supporting community action. 
• Continuing to explore counter stories and apply a curious and analytic approach to both learning history 

and understanding current events.
• Sharing knowledge and observations around police brutality and affirmative action with family and friends.


